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February 
 

Monday 9th – Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

Tuesday 10th – SIAMS inspection 

Tuesday 10th  – Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th  – 

Silent Disco Day 

Wednesday 11th – Year 4 Roman 

Day 

Thursday 12th – Valentine’s – wear 

red for School in A Bag 

Thursday 12th @ 3.25 to 4.25pm – 

PTA Valentines Crafternoon  

 

 

Thursday 12th February - school 
closes for Half-Term at 3:20pm 

 
Friday 13th is an INSET Day 

 
Saturday 14th February –  

DIY SOS day 
 

Monday 23rd February – return 
to school 

 
 

Tuesday 24th  – PTA Film Night 
Friday 27th @ 9.10am – Church 
Service. 
 
 

 

 
 

Whole School Attendance was 
96.5 % last week. 

 
 

“I have come so that you may have life, life in all its fullness” 

John 10:10 

Issue # 20                                                   9th February 2026 

Dear Families, 

As we reach the end of this half-term, I want to take a moment to say how 
incredibly proud I am of the children of this school! 

This term, we have seen genuine progress in every sense of the word. 
Academically, children are building knowledge and making links through 
their inquiry-based learning. Socially, they are showing maturity in 
friendships and teamwork. Emotionally, they are demonstrating resilience, 
empathy and a growing ability to articulate their thoughts and feelings. It is 
a genuine privilege to be part of this journey! 

Our recent SIAMS inspection also affirmed what we see each day: that 
Axbridge is a caring, pupil-focused place of learning. That commitment to 
ensuring every child flourishes academically, socially and emotionally, 
remains at the heart of all we do. 

A separate letter will be coming home today with further details about our 
Book Week celebrations in March. This is always such an amazing week, 
celebrating the importance of reading and developing our collective love of 
all things books!   

This week has also been particularly special as we have marked Children’s 
Mental Health Week. Children have spent time in class and collective 
worships reflecting on belonging and identifying safe places in their lives. 
These conversations have been empathetic, honest and deeply 
encouraging. They link beautifully to the Learning Conversation being sent 
home this half-term too, we hope you enjoy exploring this together. 

It was also a genuine pleasure watching (and joining in with) the children, as 
they enjoyed their PTA Silent Disco treat! The joy, laughter and amazing 
dance  moves on display were a joy to behold!  Given the overwhelmingly 
positive feedback from the children, I can confirm that this will now become 
a regular part of Axbridge life….next time, we want the parents involved too! 

It leaves me with wishing you all a happy and healthy half-term. With fingers 
crossed for some warmer weather, sunshine and those longer spring days 
ahead, we hope you enjoy some restful family time too. We also look forward 
to seeing those who are able to join us for our DIY SOS Day on Saturday 
14th. 

With warmest wishes, 

Mr Dominic Shillabeer 

Headteacher 
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Congratulations to our certificate winners this week, we are so proud of you! 

 Pine Hazel Chestnut Redwood Oak 

Star of the 
Week 

George Maddy Jake Lucien Anya 

Christian 
Values  

Aria Archie Jude Theo Gracie 

Learning 
Skills 

Edith Ottilie Lacey Ethan A Aubree 

Headteacher’s Awards 

Star of the 
Week 

William 
Oak  

Christian 
Values 

Mila 
Redwood 

Learning 
Skills 

Isla 
Redwood 

House Points 

 Black Rock Crook Peak King’s Wood Strawberry 
Line 

This week 222 237 255 202 

Our Christian 

Values are:  

Community 

Courage 

Love 

Our Christian Vision is; 

“I have come so that 

you may have life, life 

in all its fullness” 

John 10:10 

Our Learning Skills are: 

Thinking 

Social 

Self-management 

Communication  

Research 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN IS A RESPONSIBILITY OF US ALL 

Safeguarding Lead: Mr Dominic Shillabeer                Deputy Safeguarding Leads: Miss Kellie Nash and Mrs Kate Febrey 
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 Dear Families, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday,  we welcomed our SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 

Schools) inspector into school. It was a full and uplifting day in which every aspect of our 

life together was explored; our vision, values, collective worship, RE, curriculum, inclusion 

and the ways in which we nurture every child to flourish. 

 

While we are not yet able to share the final outcome, as this remains subject to the formal 

quality assurance process, I am delighted to say that it was an extremely positive 

experience and I very much look forward to sharing the final report with you in 

approximately 3–4 weeks’ time. 

 

What stood out to me yesterday was the authenticity of our community and the teamwork 

that truly exists at this school. You'll be happy to know that the children spoke with 

honesty and confidence about what it means to enjoy 'life in all its fullness' John 10:10. 

This is a wonderful reflection of the trust you place in us and the relationships we have 

built over time. I would like to extend a special thanks to those families who also gave up 

their time to share their experiences of the school. 

 

Above all else, it cemented in my mind what a truly special place Axbridge C of E 

Academy is; and how strong and genuine the partnership is between school, church and 

community. 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed: our amazing staff who prepared so thoughtfully, 

pupils who represented the school so beautifully, local partners and Trust colleagues who 

support and challenge us, parish partners who walk alongside us, and families who 

entrust us with their children each day. 

 

We look forward to sharing the report with you soon. 

 



 
 

A: Axbridge C of E Academy, Axbridge, Somerset, BS26 2BA 

E: office@axbridgefirstschool.co.uk   |   W: www.axbridgefirstschool.co.uk   |   T: 01934 732391      

 
 

Half-Term Book Recommendations  

The Carnegie Awards Longlist for illustrated books has just been announced, with all of the 

books found below. Mr Shillabeer’s recommendation is The Café At The Edge of The 

Woods, a fun, slightly silly short read, with a brilliant rhyming pattern. My children enjoyed 

it and I loved reading it! Let us know if you manage to read any of the books below, we 

think they’re great! We always love a book recommendation too! 
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Wake Up Wednesday Guide for Parents – Belonging 

 


