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Teaching Framework 
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Transdisciplinary Themes 

Transdisciplinary themes provide children 
with authentic learning experiences that 
are not confined to the boundaries of 
traditional subjects. Although subjects 
play an important role in learning, inquiry 
learners explore realworld problems by 
going beyond subject boundaries. 
Children have opportunities to reflect on 
the significance of their learning to take 
meaningful action in their community and 
the wider world. 

 



 

 

Inquiry Title 
 

The Inquiry Title gives an overview of the learning that will 

be taking place over the unit of inquiry. It should 

challenge and extend children's prior knowledge and 

integrate conceptual understanding and factual 

knowledge. Below is an example of inquiry titles from 

Reception through to Year 4. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lines of Inquiry 

Lines of inquiry clarify the Inquiry Title and 
define the scope of a unit of inquiry. 

Teachers plan a broad focus for the unit of 
inquiry based on the expectations of the 
National Curriculum and the interests of 
the learners.  

 

 

 



 

Key Concepts 

Inquiry learning is driven by key concepts. 

These are: 

-Form 

-Function 

-Causation 

-Change 

-Connection 

-Perspective 

-Responsibility 

-Reflection 

A concept is a 'big idea' rather than a topic. The are board, abstract, timeless and 

universal and provide each unit of inquiry with direction and meaning. These ideas 

are explore and re-explored to develop deep understanding. 



 

Approaches to Learning 

Approaches to Learning are the skills children 

will use to inquire. They can be applied within 

and across all subject areas. 

Thinking Skills 

Research Skills 

Communication Skills 

Self-Management Skills 

Social Skills 

These support children of all ages to become self-regulated and independent learners, 
who know how to ask good questions and explore the world around them. 

 



 

Teaching and Learning 

Teaching and Learning is organised to align with the 

lines of inquiry which expand from the Inquiry Title. 

These allow both educators and learners work 

together to have impact in their delivery. Learners are 

invested and work collaboratively to create a 

framework for the delivery of the National Curriculum.  

Content  will  align  with  the  lines  of 
 inquiry  and expectations set out within the 
National Curriculum, thus employing provoking and 
engaging learning opportunities which stimulate 
pupils to solve problems, think critically and explore 
and draw informed and fair conclusions. 

 



 

Assessment and Quality Assurance

the academy can be made. 



 

Assessment and Quality Assurance continued 
 

Knowledge organisers are also used as part of our assessment cycle, as 

well as being a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that 

pupils need about a unit of work or a curriculum subject. Their uses 

include 

 

• A planning tool, to clearly outline the core knowledge that 
should be taught 

• A low-stakes quizzing tool, to help pupils boost their recall of 
key knowledge 

• An assessment tool, to help teachers check whether pupils 
have learned the key knowledge 

• A form of retrieval practice, to embed learning that has taken 
place within a unit or across the curriculum 

 
 
 

 

https://schoolleaders.thekeysupport.com/curriculum-and-learning/developing-teacher-practice/jargon-buster-pedagogical-terms/

