
  

Pine Class Newsletter  

Summer Term 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! 

We have had a wonderful start to the Summer Term this week and the children have settled 

back well. Our Inquiry question `Can you imagine?’ has been well received by the children, 

we are excited to see where our learning takes us! 

Below we have listed some information which we hope you might find useful for the 

Summer Term. 

 

Mrs Bissett and Mrs Bush 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 

• Daily circle time  

• Speaker of the Day – Daily question 

time 

• Talking Partners  

• Helicopter Stories – stories created 

by pupils, scribed by an adult and 

retold in class. 

Foundation Stage Early Years Curriculum  

Central to our early year’s curriculum are the three key characteristics of effective early learning, 

Playing and Exploring 

Active Learning 

Creating and thinking Critically  

As a school we have adopted an inquiry curriculum which alongside our characteristics of effective 

learning enables pupils to be active in their learning process. Our curriculum allows them to 

engage with an idea or topic in an active way, asking questions and being curious. 

Learning Skills 

Through our inquiry we continue to teach specific learning skills. Children are recognised for these 

skills through the weekly Learning Skills Class award. The skills we encourage children to develop 

are:  Thinking, research, communication, social and self-management skills. 

 

Inquiry Question – Can you imagine?     
Expression and Creativity Focus 

 

 

 

Maths 

• Building numbers beyond 10 

• Counting patterns beyond 10 

• Doubling and halving 

• Addition and subtraction 

• Spatial Reasoning  

• Sharing and Grouping  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Understanding of the World 

• Stories from around the World. 

• Seasonal change -Signs of Summer – Summer walk – I can observe closely like a 

Scientist! 

• Changing me. 

• Baking – Change of state. 

• Understanding our past 

• Family stories and exploring our personal past 

• Pirates and Explorers 

• Pirate Picnic Beach Trip – similarities and differences in locations. 

• Looking at, using and creating maps of our own.  

PSHE 

• Axbridge Emotions Toolkit. 

• Dreams and Goals– JIGSAW unit of 

work. 

 

Literacy 

Writing 

• Story Mapping 

• Mark making areas in Continuous 

Provision – Inside and outside Literacy 

shed and table 

• Traditional Stories – Story Maps/Hot 

Seating   

• Stories from around the world? 

• Writing simple sentences and 

statements. 

• Non-Fiction Fact Files and posters. 

• List and instruction writing. 

 

Literacy  

Comprehension and Word Reading 

• Daily Class read 

• Group Read-Twinkl Level 4 

• Daily Nursery Rhymes 

• Stories from other Cultures 

• Stories linked to our 

topic/Pirate/fairy/traditional 

• Fact Finding in Reading Carousel 

• Non-Fiction – Topic related  

• Level 4 Twinkl Phonics 

• Hot seating  

 

Forest School 

• Changes in the seasons 

• Building Bug Hotels 

• Building cairns 

•  

Computing 

Beebots, Code a Pillars and iPad 

Tonie Box 

Physical Development 

Fine Motor Skills 

Dough Disco, funky fingers, Pen Disco 

Adventure Playground 

Sports Masters 

Cricket 

PE 

Dance and Yoga 

PE Days will be Monday and Tuesday. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

• Music from around the world, Sparkyard  

• Daily routine songs and rhymes 

• Art from around the world, printing and painting 

• Junk modelling – Pirate swords/Mermaid’s tails  

• Sea Scape paintings and collages  

• Clay dragon eggs  

• Designing and making resources for our Role Play Areas / Beach Shop / Story based role 

play areas led by the children’s ideas. 

 

Tapestry  

On line Learning Journal 

 

We really enjoy sharing and celebrating all your children’s achievements and 

interests. In Pine Class, we ensure that this is a special part of our school day.  Please 

keep uploading all your child’s wow moments! 

 

   

 



  

Further information about reading 

 Book change     

It’s really important children continue to read as much as possible outside of school Reading 

books will continue to be changed frequently throughout the week. Please make sure that 

you have listened to and checked your child’s understanding of their reading book.  When 

finished, please sign, recording any comments in the Reading Record Book. There are some 

suggestions at the front of each Reading Record book for discussion points with your child.   

 Reading Awards   

The reading awards scheme has been popular amongst our pupils and has had a positive 

impact on the quality, enjoyment and engagement with reading. It will continue again this 

term, here are some reminders. 

1) The books that are counted towards the awards have to be books from the school reading 

scheme.  

2) We have revised the Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum requirements. 

• Bronze – Read 50 times 

• Silver – Read 100 times 

• Gold – Read 150 times 

• Platinum – Read 200 times  

Pine Class Library Books 

Children will choose a book from our Pine Class Library each Friday to bring home and share 

with you, these books will be changed weekly. 

 

 

Life in Pine Class 

It has been wonderful to see the children start back after the break with such a positive 

attitude and to see how quickly they have settled back into our classroom routines.  

Billy Bear 

It’s been great to continue sending Billy Bear home with the children and see the exciting 

things that he has been getting up to at the weekends. We have enjoyed sharing in class with 

the children. Please do share any photos via class dojo or Tapestry. Billy Bear will continue to 

come home with children each week. 

 Fruit and Milk Scheme 

Reception children will continue to receive a piece of fruit or vegetable everyday under the 

Government scheme.  You can also order milk for them if you wish (see the office for details 

or the link on the school website). 

 

 



 Learning Conversations    

It’s been great to see children engaging with the learning conversations and the work and 

discussions children have been having at home around their school learning. Please do 

encourage and support your child to complete these as they are a useful way to help them 

cement their learning and share their school week with you.  Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Reception Phonics  

This term we will be continuing with Level 4 of our phonic programme ‘Twinkl Phonics’. The 
main aims with Level 4 phonics are: 

• to consolidate children’s knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words, 
especially digraphs and trigraphs; 

• to introduce words with adjacent consonants e.g. milk, nest and hand. 

• to learn polysyllabic words and learn to read and spell some more tricky words. 

This will be delivered daily, through short lessons in which will introduce a different 

phoneme/initial sound each day, play sound games, learn to blend and segment words using 

our sound knowledge and learn our tricky words. This term we will revisiting the Consonant 

digraphs ch, sh, th, ng and the Vowel Diagraphs ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure 

and er.  We will be revisiting the tricky words to, the, go, no, I, into, we, she, he, me, my, they, 

was, her and all. We will be learning the Level 4 tricky words so, said, have, like, come, some. 

were, there, little, one, do, when, out and what. 

Games/PE 

Pine class have Games on Monday with our Sports Coaches and PE on Tuesday with the 

Reception Team.  On a Monday and a Tuesday your child can wear their kit to school. Please 

ensure your child has warm clothing e.g. jogging bottoms and track suit jacket/jumper to wear. 

Sun Hats and Sun Cream 

The children spend a large part of their school day outside at play times and in our garden as 

part of their continuous provision. Please can we ask that children bring a named sun hat to 

school now the weather is getting warmer and wear sun screen to school.  

Reception Forest School 

Reception children with continue to have Forest School on a Thursday with Ms Groves. Please 

can your child bring a named waterproof coat, wellies, sun hat and wear sun cream. 

Reception School Trip – Pirate Picnic on the Beach! 

We will be taking Pine Class to the beach this term for a pirate picnic. The trip will involve our 

‘Pine Class Ship Mates’ listening to pirate stories, learning pirate facts from long ago, singing 

sea shanties and enjoying an ice cream on the beach. We will confirm a date with you in the 

next couple of weeks. 

Finally, if you have any queries or concerns regarding school, please do not hesitate to contact 

us.  

We are all looking forward to an exciting Summer Term with your child. 

 

 

 

 


